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Dear Dominic Raab, 
  
We are writing to you jointly as Lord Mayor and Leader of Oxford City Council to express our very 
deep concern over the situation in Israel and Palestine and ask you to urgently raise your voice to call 
for an end to the dangerously escalating violence and the need for human rights and civil liberties to 
be observed. 
  
Our city of Oxford is twinned with Ramallah and both the Mayor of Ramallah and many people in our 
city have expressed their shock at the forced expulsion of Palestinian families from the Sheik Jarrah 
neighbourhood on the West Bank, and the attacks against worshippers during the final days of 
Ramadan at Al-Aqsa mosque. The Mayor of Ramallah has appealed to us to seek the British 
Government’s intervention in this matter and we share their desire to do everything in our power to 
help bring peace. 
  
We condemn the rocket attacks against Israel by Hamas, and the air-strikes in reprisal conducted by 
the Israeli military, which have reportedly killed a number of civilians.  
  
These are of course not isolated incidents but part of decades long conflict that, while creating lasting 
damage on all sides, has clearly had the most profound impact on the Palestinian people. It is time the 
British Government used its influence to put pressure on Israel to observe the many United Nations 
resolutions passed, cease its programme of settlement of the West Bank and ensure the human rights 
of all Palestinians and their right to self-determination and right of return are respected. 
  
With a new President in office in Washington, there is now surely an opportunity for the UK to work 
with the USA, the United Nations, the EU and others to seek a lasting and just peace settlement for 
the region. One that recognises and guarantees the rights of both Israel and Palestine. 
  
We look forward to your reply. 
  
Yours sincerely, 

 

                       
 

Councillor Mark Lygo          Councillor Susan Brown 
Lord Mayor of Oxford, 2020-2022         Leader 
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